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 The reach of so-called “enlightened” viewpoints is so pervasive, that we can be lulled 

into forgetting important realities.  It breaks my heart when I see young people today who have 

not even been exposed to the truths of God - or, even worse - have been exposed to distorted 

views that miss the beauty of God’s glory and wisdom.  These distortions cause them to abandon 

the truths of God and look for truth and satisfaction from the popular culture (which is all to 

quick to give easy and Gol-less solutions and proclaim itself the only real truth).   But the real 

truth is actually found in God. 

  Our first reading takes us to one of those times that the people had let themselves be 

absorbed by the Godless popular culture around them.  At this time, the Greek ruler Antiochus 

Epiphanies IV was trying to unite his empire by making all people abandon their religion and 

take on a single set of cultural customs and beliefs.  This sounds disturbingly similar to where we 

are going in this world.  Antiochus was fairly successful, many of the Jewish people fell to the 

pressure around them and abandoned their loyalty to God and the practice of their religion in 

order to worship the gods of their cultural overlords.  However, one group refused to bend.  The 

woman in the story and her seven sons are from this group, and this scene is one of the most 

heart wrenching stories in all of scripture.  She encourages each son to remain faithful to God as 

they are being tortured and killed.  She knows two things: (1) that there is an afterlife, and (2) 

that your fidelity to God is connected to what your state will be in that next life.   

 These two truths run all through scripture, they are strongly attested to by Jesus, and they 

are integral to our Catholic Christian faith.  One of the boys in the story gives voice to the true 

belief:  You … are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the world will raise us up to 

live again forever [because] it is for his laws that we are dying.  This is the same position of 

Jesus going to his death - he knows that there is a resurrection to come and does not fear earthly 

death or those who can make it happen quicker because he has remained connected to the Father.  

Jesus speaks to us over and over again about eternal life and eternal death - that after we pass 

from this place into the eternal there is more than one way to exist in this next life.  We can be 

spiritually alive or spiritually dead - but in either case still existing.  The mother in the story, 

knowing also that there is more than one way to exist in the afterlife, speaks to her youngest son 



as the king is trying to connive him to abandon his faith in God.  She says: I beg you, child … Do 

not be afraid of this executioner, but be worthy of your brothers and accept death, so that in the 

time of mercy I may receive you again with your brothers.  She knows that his fidelity to God 

will determine his state in the next life.  

 In the Gospel, Jesus (who taught of the afterlife and the different states of existence in the 

afterlife) is confronted by the Sadducees.  They are attempting to prove that there is no 

resurrection from the dead - that once your dead, that’s it.  They try to prove their false 

understanding with an equally false understanding of heaven that would make an afterlife 

contradict scripture.   Jesus tells them that they are misled and shows them that their own favorite 

book of Scripture - the one they are actually using to try to disprove an afterlife - affirms that 

afterlife.   Jesus says: That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the passage about the 

bush, when he called out 'Lord, ‘ the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; 

and he is not God of the dead, but of the living.  Bodily death of these Patriarchs did not end their 

existence -  his argument must have been good because they had no comeback. 

 When we pass from our bodily existence we leave the realm of time and space that we 

are so familiar with.  We enter something wholly different than we are used to experiencing, yet 

because we can’t imagine it does not mean it is not there - there have always been realities that 

humans have not yet discovered or experienced.   Our faith in Jesus Christ allows us to live a life 

of belief, service, worship, and reception of the sacraments that lets us remain in connection with 

Jesus who is the only way to heaven.   It’s not that we should do certain things to avoid going to 

hell, it is that we must live according to God’s will so we won’t miss out on the paradise that 

Jesus wants to give to those united to Him.  Some don’t like to believe that you could end up in 

the state of eternal death that Jesus speaks about, so they create beliefs that say things like 

everyone goes to heaven (therefore your faithfulness to God doesn’t really matter), or no one 

goes to an afterlife at all (so do whatever you want until you die) - neither of these are consistent 

with God’s revelation.  So don’t get swept into misguided notions, or the lack of religious belief 

in the popular culture.  Be in the same mindset as the brave woman in the first reading.  Way 

before others understood, she had the right idea, and it is consistent with Jesus’ own teaching - 

there is an afterlife, and salvation is not guaranteed.  As we move to the Eucharist today, let us 

seek to be more deeply united to Jesus in our faith, in our hearts, in our lives, and in our prayer 

and worship so that we can be able to join in that great fulfillment that Jesus offers to us.


